Neuroleptics reverse attention asymmetries in schizophrenic patients.
Discussions of hemispheric asymmetry in psychopathology are often confounded by the effects of medication. We examined the effect of neuroleptic drugs on attention asymmetries in acutely psychotic patients admitted for the first time to a psychiatric hospital before the initiation of drug treatment and again after a period of treatment with neuroleptics. Overall performance did not change significantly; however, attention asymmetry was clearly related to the medication status of the patient: unmedicated patients showed inattention to the right hemispace, which changed to more prominent left-sided inattention when medicated. A longer time on medication or a higher daily dose were associated with a shift of inattention from the right to left hemispace. This suggests that neuroleptics may normalize left hemisphere performance, at the expense of deteriorated right hemisphere performance.